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Astragalus sikokianus Nakai is hitherto known as an endemic species of Japan. This 
plant was first recorded from Isl. Seongmo-do, Korea, however, it is extinct now. 
Recently two populations of this species have been found on the eastern coast of Korean 
Peninsula. 
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Astragalus sikokianus Nakai is an en¬ 
demic species recorded from Naruto City, 
Tokushima Pref., Shikoku, Japan (Fig. 1), 
but the plant is now not found at the natural 
habitat (Ohashi 1982, 2001). The species is 
distinguished from the others of the genus in 
having yellow flowers, leaflet number 23- 
31, calyx teeth 1/2-2/3 as long as calyx tube 
and bracts as long as the calyx. 

In Korea the species was firstly found in 
an island of Yellow Sea; Isl. Seongmo-do, 
Samsan-myeon, Ganghwa-gun, Incheon, 
Korea (Fig. 1), but it is extinct from the lo¬ 
cality due to construction of a bank. Recently 
we found other two populations of this spe¬ 
cies on the eastern coast of Korean Penin¬ 
sula; Daedongbae-ri, Daebo-myeon, Pohang- 
si, Gyeongsangbuk-do and Geundeok- 
myeon, Samcheok-si, Gangwon-do (Fig. 1). 
Plants of these populations grow on grassy 
places of seashore. We could not find any 
morphological differences between the 
Japanese and the Korean plants (Figs. 2-5). 

The species shows a disjunctive distribu¬ 
tion in Shikoku of Japan, an island of Yellow 


Sea and eastern coast of Korea. The plant 
might be dispersed by an ocean current. 
Recently we reported a distribution of 
Suaeda malacosperma H.Hara from western 
coast of Korea (Shim et al. 2001). The spe¬ 
cies also grows at a seashore (salt marsh) and 
had been recorded as an endemic species of 



Fig. 1. Distribution of Astragalus sikokianus 
Nakai. A. Isl. Seongmo-do (extinct, Korea). B. 
Geundeok-myeon (Korea). C. Pohang-si (Korea). 
D. Naruto City (extinct, Japan). 
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Japan. 

Astragalus sikokianus Nakai in Bull. 
Nat. Sci. Mus. Tokyo No.33, 15 (1953); 
Ohwi, FI. Jap. 697 (1953), 1. c. ed. Engl. 574 
(1965); Kitam. & Murata, Col. Illust. Herb. 
2: 113 (1961); H.Ohashi in Wild Herb. 2: 
191 (1982); Ohwi & Kitag., New FI. Jap. 
918 (1983); H.Ohashi in K.Iwats. & al., FI. 
Jap. lib: 244 (2001). 

Distribution. Japan: Shikoku (extinct in 
the wild) and Korea (New records). 

Specimens examined. Korea. Gyeongsangbuk-do. 
Pohang-si, Nam-gu, Daebo-myeon, Daedongbaeri. 11 
Oct. 2002. S. G. Kwon & S. Y. Kim 210111 (IUI, 
TUS), 210112 (IUI, TUS); Geundeok-myeon, 
Samcheok-si, Gangwon-do. 24 May 2002. E. S. Jeon 
s.n. (IUI). 
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We are grateful to Emeritus Professor 
Hiroyoshi Ohashi of Tohoku University for 
examining the specimens and reading the 
manuscript. 
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